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2010 SPRING NEWSLETTER

89 Mill Road North Haven, CT 06473 203.239.2641

Website: www.theanimalhaven.com

WEL COME SPRING! We hope you and your pets
are enjoying the warmer weather and the sunshine.

The arrival of spring again brings the potential onslaught
of stray kittens, cats, and pregnant cats that are likely to
find their way into our shelter. Unfortunately this
situation doesn’t seem to have gotten any better in the
past couple years..... Please remember that spaying or
neutering your pets is the SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT
AND RESPONSIBLE THING you can do for them.

If you are feeding strays, understand that if they are NOT
spayed or neutered, feeding isn’t enough. The problem
of overpopulation will only get worse as each stray cat is
allowed to breed. There are organizations that can help

assistance. Checkwww.aspca.ord for low-cost options.
SPAY/USA is a program of North Shore Animal League
that provides a referral service for affordable spay/neuter
services. Please call 1-800-248-7729

What are some of the benefits to spay/neuter?

e  First & foremost, to prevent pet overpopulation —
an estimated 5-8 million animals are euthanized in
shelters in the United States every year. There
simply aren’t enough homes. With the economic
crisis, many current pet-owners can't even take
care of the ones they have.

. Millions of tax dollars are spent every year dealing
with strays and unwanted pets.

e Health and longevity — certain cancers are reduced
by spaying and neutering, and testicular and uterine
diseases are mostly eliminated.

e Neutered males are less aggressive and less apt to
spray (mark their territory).

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday & Sunday * 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday * 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m.
EDITOR: Chris Gagne chriskat32@aol.com or 203-484-9648

A book of raffle ticketsis enclosed for you to sell. Wewould
like to say “thank you” to the Newport Restoration Foundation
for donating the mansion passes, and also to the anonymous
donor who left us the Stop & Shop gift cards as adonation.

PLEASE HELP TILLY!

Tilly is a very sweet 10-month old
kitten at the shelter that is being
treated for mega-colon.

She requires surgery to remove all
but a small portion of her colon to
allow her to lead a more comfortable, normal happy life,
and we are seeking to raise the funds for the procedure
that will cost about $1,500.00. If you are able to help,
donations can be sent to the shelter, payable to The
Animal Haven, but marked as follows: “The Tilly Fund.”
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ANNOUNCING......
Changein the shelter’s hours.
We are now going to be open one
evening a week during the
summer! We hopethishelps
people who find it difficult to
visit us on weekdays when they are working.
New hours from June 2 to August 25:
Wednesday hourswill be 5:00to 7:00 p.m.
(instead of noon to 3:00 p.m.)

WISH LIST - Cat & kitten food is very
much needed (especially canned)

We are again featuring our
pretty Lady because she truly
needs a loving home of her own
very soon.... She is a female
Shepherd mix and is about
6 years old. She is sweet, well-
behaved, leash-trained and
house-trained. Ah, these are the
joys of adopting a somewhat older dog! Just
loving companionship without the puppy
craziness! She loves to walk and very much
enjoys the attention of humans but not other
dogs, cats or young children so we recommend
that she be the only animal in the home. If your
home needs a special Lady, please come see her.

With this newsletter we are beginning a new feature......
Erin’s Pet Advice Corner!

Our shelter assistant Erin has extensive knowledge about
dogs and cats and often has helpful, useful advice for pet
owners that she would like to share.......
so each quarter we will feature a timely tip from her.

ERIN'S PET ADVICE
CORNER

A friendly reminder to all the
indoor cat owners --- look what
the human dragged in! We can
bring parasites into our homes

from our shoes so a yearly fecal sample is
recommended even if our cats don't go out. We all
want to keep our babies happy and healthy.
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http://www.theanimalhaven.com
http://www.aspca.org

Animal Haven is seeking a
newVolunteer
Coordinator. Christine
Zacarelli very kindly took
on the role of our first
coordinator, and began
and executed a formal volunteer program.
She isstepping down and we need a dedicated
volunteer to take over that role.
TheVolunteer Coordinatowill oversee our
volunteer program and forward new volunteer
applications to various volunteer leaders.

We are also seeking volunteers for the following:

e  Volunteer Shelter Coordinators to direct
adult & youth volunteers once a month
on the 3 & 4" Saturdays of each
month from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m.

e  Morning & evening volunteers to help
at the shelter during kitten season
(typically from May to Sept.)

e  People to foster pregnant Mom-cats
and kittens, usually a 2-month
commitment. Call Charlotte 203-239-
1254

e To help with other volunteer needs,
visit the shelter to fill out a volunteer
application, or email us

To be more streamlined, efficient, and to better meet the
needs of Animal Haven, please note the following
changes to our Volunteer Program, effective May 1, 2010:

e Volunteers must be 16 years of age or older to
volunteer independently at the shelter

e Towalk dogs, you must be 18 or older

e Volunteers under the age of 16 must be
accompanied by an adult when volunteering

e On Saturdays, volunteers may help at the
shelter during the hours of 12:30 to 4:00 p.m.
only, for a maximum 2-hour time limit

e On Tuesday, Friday & Sunday, volunteers can
work at the shelter from noon to 2:45 p.m.

e All volunteers must attend a volunteer training
class before they can be eligible to volunteer at
the shelter

e Volunteer training classes will be held at the
shelter on the 1% Saturday of each month from
12:30 to 1:00 p.m.
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