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2009 WINTER NEWSLETTER 
89 Mill Road   North Haven, CT 06473   203.239.2641 

Website:    www.theanimalhaven.com 
 

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday & Sunday  *  12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.  
Saturday * 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. 

 
Happy New Year to all………..and 2009 begins our  

61
st

 year of helping homeless pets!  JUST AMAZING! 

 
We would like to congratulate the winners of our  
Holiday Raffle: 

1. Dawn Tiedeman of Hamden – Marriott getaway 
2. Renee Poteraj of Branford – Panera gift certificate 
3. Around The Clock Heating & Cooling in         

North Haven – Tinkers Grill gift cards 
4. Debra Silvestri of Clinton – microwave 

 
We are pleased to let you know our 2008 statistics! 

218 cats and 80 dogs entered into the shelter 
131 cats adopted and 76 dogs adopted 
111 pets were rescued through the EMF 

 

CAT NEWS – SOME GOOD, SOME BAD 
Sly, our last feline leukemia cat, passed away before 
Christmas.  Sly touched the lives of all who visited us…….. 
he was sweet, extremely social and loved all the attention 
he received from everyone.  He was very special and 
though his life was short, he is much missed! 
Henry, Sly’s buddy, was our Christmas miracle!  He came 
to us 3 years ago and was tested positive for feline 
leukemia.  He lived with Sly in our conference room.  
When we lost Sly, we had Henry retested ……. and he is in 
fact negative for both leukemia and aids!  We were told by 
our vet at Ridgehill that there is a situation called “latent 
infection” where a cat could test positive if exposed at one 
time and it went into the bone marrow.  Stress or being on 
an immunosuppressant could also cause a positive test.   
But if after 2 years he has not come down with it, he does 
NOT have it and is not contagious to other cats!  Since it 
has been over 3 years, the vet is confident that he does 
not have leukemia and is safe to be exposed to other cats.  
WOW!  What a gift!  Since he is very shy, we are working 
to socialize him and our future hope is to place him in the 

community cat room and ultimately adopt him.   
 

WINE TASTING & SILENT 

AUCTION SPONSORED BY 

CHOICE PET SUPPLY MARCH 11  
Please see the Events List for info 

about this upcoming event ð  

our biggest fundraiser!  We are pleased to announce 

that this year we have secured Pam Landry of WPLR to 

be our guest hos t!  Pam is a great animal lover.  

Donations of auction prizes are needed!  

 

WELCOME TO NEW BOARD MEMBER 
ELAINE DETULIO!  

 

 

 

 

www.hotelfordogsmovie.com  
Hope you get a chance to see this funny movie, now in 

theaters!  For every ticket purchased, PEDIGREE will make 

a donation to help shelter dogs. 
 

* ADOPTION STORY FROM MARLENE LAFATA WHO 
ADOPTED OUR DOG, CHARLIE * 

 
ñThe kids and Buck (our other dog) just adore him!! He is  
hysterical! Such a character! Yesterday we took him on a 
hike and he got into the car and sat in our daughter's 
booster seat - he wouldn't budge!  His look said it all: 
Ummm, could someone buckle me in please? Let's go 
already!!   The kids were laughing so hard, they had tears 
in their eyes!  Then we came home and he ran upstairs and 
started the tub with his nose. I just heard the faucet, ran 
upstairs and as soon as he saw me, he ran in the other 
direction and of course picked up a shoe on the way and 
scooted as fast as he could. Never a dull moment! J  
So, it is quit e the happy ending for Charlie.!ò 

 

WISH LIST  

Yesterdayõs News cat litter, laundry detergent with 

bleach, Clorox Clean -Up, liquid bleach, mops, 

paper towels, antibacterial hand gel,  

raffle prizes!   

We also need a volunteer who lives i n North Haven 

to take bottles, cans and cardboard to the  

North Haven recycling center twice a month.  

Please see the staff for more info if you can help .  

 

Membershipééé We literally survive and thrive because 

of our members.  Our current membership is 1,725 and we 

would love to increase our membership this year to 2,000.  

Perhaps you have a relative, friend or co-worker who would like 

to become a member?  Please ask them to send in a minimum 

donation of $10.00 and mark it ñnew membership.ò  They will 

receive quarterly newsletters and the satisfaction of helping us to 

help homeless cats and dogs. 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT EFFORTS TO CREATE A  

DOG PARK IN NORTH HAVEN.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO HELP WITH THIS 

WORTHY PROJECT, PLEASE CALL  

MARILY N OôDONNELL AT 203-248-6466. 

 

FAVORITE QUOTE  
ñDogs come when they are called. 

Cats take a message and get back to you.ò 
 

http://www.theanimalhaven.com/
http://www.hotelfordogsmovie.com/
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In 2008 we were very successful in adopting out some 
of our harder-to-place pets such as Babaloo & Wally.  

It is heartwarming to know these guys have found their 
forever home but more special-needs pets are in need 

of a home……. Tobie, Nakia, Petey, Yeager, Bubba, 
Prada & Henry.  We won’t give up the quest! 

 
BUBBA  is a 4 -year old Shepherd, 
Rottie, & Malamute mix. He is an 

extremely sweet and handsome boy. 
He's gentle and trusting with everyone. 

He came to us from Killingworth Animal 
Control. He's great with all ages of 

children, and likes other dogs as long 
as they're not too hyper. But he d oesn't 

seem to like cats too much.  
 

  PRADA  is a 1-year old 
spayed f emale. She came to 

the shelter pregnant and 
had 4 healthy babies. She is 
now spayed and looking for 
the perfect home to baby 
her. In her foster home she enjoyed being close to 

people and having her head petted, but does not like 
having her tummy touched or  being picked up.   Her 
true personality is hard to appreciate in her cage as 
she is scared and often attempts to st r ike out.  She 
does not seem to do well with other cats. Prada will 
need a patient adult home that will give her time to 

adjust again to livi ng with a loving family.  
 

Sponsors are also needed for some hard-to-place pets.  
Please call Bobbie at 203-239-4189. 

 

I Rescued a Human Today (author unknown) 
 

Her eyes met mine as she walked down the corridor 
peering apprehensively into the kennels. I felt her need instantly 

and knew I had to help her. I wagged my tail, not too 
exuberantly, so she wouldn't be afraid. As she stopped at my 

kennel I blocked her view from a little accident I had in the back 
of my cage. I didn't want her to know that I hadn't been walked 
today. Sometimes the shelter keepers get too busy and I didn't 

want her to think poorly of them. 
 

As she read my kennel card I hoped that she wouldn't feel sad 
about my past. I only have the future to look forward to and want 

to make a difference in someone's life. She got down on her 
knees and made little kissy sounds at me. I shoved my shoulder 

and side of my head up against the bars to comfort her.  
Gentle fingertips caressed my neck; she was desperate 

for companionship. A tear fell down her cheek and I raised my 
paw to assure her that all would be well. 

 
Soon my kennel door opened and her smile was so bright 

that I instantly jumped into her arms. I would promise to keep 
her safe. I would promise to always be by her side.  

I would promise to do everything I could to see that radiant smile 
and sparkle in her eyes. 

 
I was so fortunate that she came down my corridor.  

So many more are out there who haven't walked the corridors.  
So many more to be saved. At least I could save one. 

 
I rescued a human today. 

 

 
Elaine Keith  who ran the very successful gift -wrapping 
fundraiser .  The volunteers: Gail Barry, Carla Boucher, 

Carol Byron, Stacey Byron, Sheri Carbone,  
Jan Christensen, Barbara Christopher, Thea Dubbold, 

Valerie Fanning, Debbie Fountas, Chris  Gagne,  
Erika Garfi, Kathy Grassman, Pam Halvorsen,  

Elaine Herlihy, Joan Martinez, Jen Pendleton, Donna 
Radecki, Sharon Rogalski, Linda Ross, Cheryl Williams 

and  Christine Zacarelli.  
 

Joan Martinez, Sheri Carbone & Jen Pendleton would like 
to thank every one who contributed to making the 

Holiday of Hope Gift Fair  a success.  A big ñTHANK 
YOUò to the vendors who graciously donated items to 

raffle the day of the event and for our upcoming  
Wine Tasting & Silent Auction.  Thanks to the Elks Lodge 

in Hamden fo r donating the space to us, and to the 
following vendors: Avon, Creative Memories, Designed 4 

Paws, Dragon Artz, Longaberger Baskets, Mary Kay, 
Pampered Chef, Shure Pets, Silpada Jewelry,  

Tastefully Simple, and Tutti Dolce sweet treats.  
 

Haunted House cre ators Angela & Mark Foy and 

Rose & Fran Bisaillon,  homeowners Rich & Darlene 
Rogers & Rick who graciously donated the use of their 

house, and the entire crew: Cathy Wildman,  
Jon Wildman, Mike Wildman, Mark Wildman, Holly St. 

Amand, John St. Amand, Nikki M ichelsen, Sandy 
Michelsen, Dan Bisaillon, Chelsea Bisaillon, Denise 
LeGasse, Tim LeGasse, James Foy, Georgie Russo, 

Barbara Check, Alison Scarcella, France DeFrancescao, 
and Carl & Rick.  Also to the Home Depot in Milldale for 

donating a gift certificate t o purchase supplies.  
We received a $1,000.00 donation from the  proceeds   

of the Haunted House ! 
 

The Holiday Fair  was the biggest success EVER thanks 
to the following: North Haven Congregational Church,  

all of the vendors & penny raffle donors, Dorothy Mo lloy, 
Marie Stewart, Mickey Reed, Nancy Suski, Susan 

Donahue, Mary Ann Mecca, Carol Geleneau, Kathy 
Diotaiuto, Teresa Diotaiuto, Christine & Craig Zacarelli, 

Jan Christensen, Melissa Tommaselli, Annie McKeon, 
Lorraine Cerito, Michelle & Andrew Cicarella, t he Regional 

Water Authority, The Donut Shop, Big Y, Diana Sellers, 
Mrs. Terry, North Branford Senior Center, Sara Normand, 

Naomi Macala, Rosemary Carey, Irma Morsicato, Harry 
Hoffman, Sharon Juliano, Harriett Seder, Mary Wargo, 

Jean Radecki, Jan Cullen, Ka thy Grassman,  
Elaine Herlihy, and Vicki Katz.   

 
Melissa Tommaselli for running the gift card 

fundraiser  (this was put together at the last minute but 
we will do it again next Christmas !).  

Hank & Rick OôDonnell for stamping our mailing 
envelopes.  

Billie &  Jamie at PETCO in Wallingford  for donations 
of leftover Halloween pet costumes and toys.  

W.B. Mason Co . for donating a used copier to us.  
Help Willyôs Friends for collecting pet food.  

Mike Burns & Ed Hunnicutt  for doing maintenance for 
us and installing t he new doggie doors.  

Tricia Caldwell  who helped with w riting grants to benefit 
the Emergency Medical Fund . 

Jan Christensen  for taking pet photos for display in the 
North Haven Citizen.  
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Ann Westphal  for taking photos for our website.  
Jenny Connor s for bei ng our Webmaster.  

The following who brought donations of food, toys, 
and bedding to the shelter:  Cathy Kuziel, Jeffrey Bryce 
& Lindsey Mikowski, Barbara Maiorano, Joseph Thomas, 
Carrie Gingerich, Al & Phyllis Morra, Angela Chapnick, 
Mary Margaret Mandel, N oreen Pacelli, Linda Langan, 

Mike & Kate Pikosky, Kris Lindsay, Sheri Fox & Chris Petti, 
Maureen Rowe, Deborah Nolan, Simone Kuchuk, Bonnie 

Trepanier, Tara & John Carey, Northford Daisy Troop 
60311, Whitney Internal Medicine, Nancy Seaton, 

Marcella Klaussn er, Eileen Bujalski, Marie -Anne Barnhart, 
Nancy Setaro, Joan Stone, Rita Landino, Sara Wilson, 
Jack & Terri Zolnick, Sandra Hague, Barbara Dolby,  
Jim & Stacy Williams, Spencer & Cecelia Glickman, 

Michelle Barn & Patricia Coughlin, Mike Kuczenski, Patty 
Melillo, Joe Setaro, Jason & Lisa Esch, Karen Kramer & 
Kari Plourde, Lil Winkle Bus Company, Sharon & Stan 

Rogalski, Alison Demaio, Kathy Kristhoffer, Jenna 
Medeiros, Gayle Grillo & the Ridge Road School 5 th  grade, 
Jennifer Hanrahan, Beverly Baldwin, Keith L yke, Maryann 

Beebe, Terri Savinelli, John Zolnick Jr., Hope Notaro, 
Louis Durato Jr., Middlesex Dance Center, Marilyn 

Pellegrino, Maureen Glenn, Sean Manley,  
Susan Carino & Suzanne Mead, Barbara Coutts, Clara 

Hernandez and Roberta Kababek.  
Additional  dono rs of the doggie doors:  Jim Nelson & 

Adrienne Gallagher, Toni -Lynn Miles, Walter & Phyllis 
Kaercher, Diane Vece, Sharon Rogalski, Sheri Carbone, 
Dawn Tiedemann, The Milford Jaycees, Robert & Marion 

Simpson, and Brenda Barber.  
 

HAVE YOU BEEN TO VISIT US LATELY? 
I frequently hear comments from members, 
when asked if they have ever visited the 
shelter, such as: “Oh no!  I can’t go there – 
it would make me too sad to see all those 
animals without a home.  It’s too 
depressing.”  Depressing?  Nothing could be 

further from the truth!  What WILL you find when you arrive?  
Grounds & property carefully tended & landscaped to be inviting 
& enticing.  Lovely dog-walking paths on our 7-acre property.   
A bright, clean & cheerful shelter with all the “creature comforts” 
for our pets – sunny, spacious cat rooms with perches & comfy 
sleeping areas, toys to keep them entertained.  Roomy dog areas 
with individual access to the outdoors & fresh air.  A big, open 
reception area where you will be warmly greeted by our 
dedicated, caring staff.  The cats will likely meow in greeting or 
bat you on the head when you walk by.  Dogs will bark “Hello!” 
and show you their favorite toy.  You will probably encounter 
some volunteers who love to visit and help out in a myriad of 
ways.  Depressing!?  NO WAY!!  You’ll be smiling by the time you 
leave, wondering why you never visited before and looking 
forward to coming again.  So if you haven’t ever visited us, our 
next Open House is May 30 – or don’t wait that long!   
We would love for you to see, up close & personal, what your 
support means to the lives of the homeless pets in our care.   
Your donation dollars pay for a warm, dry roof over their heads, 
fresh water & nourishing food, quality medical care, a soft place 
to sleep, toys to play with, and a staff to love them as their own.  
They have everything they need – everything except perhaps a 
forever home of their home.  But that’s coming, too, we’re 
working hard at making it happen!   
Thanks to you, it WILL happen.  So please come by and visit – 
consider this your personal invitation!   

 

A donation was made by Chris Gagne in honor of neighbors 
Gordon & Debbie Streeter for their help, support and compassion 

on the loss of Chris & Photisô dog, Bear.   

 
 
Adoption Events in partnership with North Shore Animal 
League    10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
March 14 and September 12 at PETCO in North Haven 
May 16 and October 17 at Choice Pet Supply North Haven 
October 31 at PETCO in Milford 
 
Clean-Up Days at Animal Haven – help make our shelter 
sparkling clean!  Noon to 4:00 p.m.  4

th
 Sat. of every month  

 
Tax returns and financial help.  Jeff O’Donnell, CPA, will 
prepare individual returns and assist in financial planning 
in exchange for a tax-deductible donation (benefits Animal 
Haven and other animal causes).  Jeff 860-584-8168 

 
Gertrude Hawke Easter Candy Fundraiser – Sell beginning 
Feb. 15 -- Orders to be turned in by March 8.  Sell candy to 
your friends and family - we earn a % of sales. Orders 
delivered for Easter. Call Elaine 488.0350 for a brochure.  
 
Wine Tasting & Silent Auction at Aunt Chilada’s 
Restaurant Sponsored by Choice Pet Supply 
3931 Whitney Ave., Hamden, March 11 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m., Tickets $20 in advance/$25 at door 
Guest host: Pam Landry, WPLR radio personality! 
Wine and beer tastings.  Great auction prizes! 
To donate something for the auction (or for tickets), please 
call Jen at 203.215.4702.  Deadline to accept auction 
donations is MARCH 1.  Tickets also available at shelter. 
 
Friendly’s Family Fun Night   April 1    5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Target Shopping Plaza on Universal Drive in North Haven. 
Come to the above Friendly’s location at the designated 
day and time and enjoy good food!  Friendly’s will donate 
10% of the proceeds of guest checks whether you eat in 
the restaurant or get take-out.  Tell all your friends! 
 
Pandora Jewelry Fundraiser   April 22  
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (stop in anytime during that time) 
Libero Jewelers, 34 Middletown Ave., North Haven.   
Buy Pandora jewelry and Libero’s will donate 15% of the 
sales to Animal Haven.  Refreshments served.   
 
The 1

st
 Annual Durham Pet Fair   May 17    

11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Durham Veterinary Hospital  
178 Parmelee Hill Road, Durham   
Many local shelters and rescue organizations will be there 
to showcase terrific animals available for adoption! 
 
Open House at the shelter  May 30 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Tag Sale at 32 Ezra St., North Haven, June 20  
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Donations needed of items to sell. 
 
Walk-A-Dog-Athon, September 26  
North Haven Town Green 
 
Holiday Fair – Save the Date! – November 28 at  
North Haven Congregational Church 
 

We are participating in the Wallingford Gardener’s Market this 
summer.  When you divide/thin your perennials this Spring, we 
are looking for donations of your “splits” to sell. Also need plastic 

pots. Contact: Christine 203-984-1886 or cj0031@hotmail.com 

mailto:cj0031@hotmail.com
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF      FROM___________________________________  
Estelle Rumanoff       Kathleen Lubin 
Shadow Bixon, age 12 – male Cocker Spaniel, adopted from A.H. years ago Harvey Charles Bixon 
Danny Larke – a great lover of animals     Elizabeth Whiting 
Pater Marone       Susan & Michael Maturo, Sallie-Ann & Robert Barnes, 
        and Sherri & Robert Maturo 
Thomas McSherry       Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Fusco 
Bonney – beloved Collie of Dorothy Meyers    The Mierz Family 
Bear – beloved companion to Chris, Photis and BJ    Joan Martinez 
“Little Kitten” & “Cat” – companions to Betsy Redmund   Joan Martinez 
Bear – beloved dog of Chris & Photis, in memory of Jeanette Marshall  Mr. & Mrs. D. Middleton 
Jed Foote – a black Lab      Patricia Tierney 
Ann Louise Pikosky       EAO Switch Corporation 
Puffy – beloved cat of the Ulecki Family     Margaret Ulecka Wilson 
Amy – beloved companion of Tim Garrison & Dave Williams   Steve Mierz & family 
Gus – beloved companion of Candy & Don Phinney    Steve Mierz & family 
Art Hatze        Dottie Michniewski 
Louise Wysocki       Dottie Michniewski 
Elsa – beloved cat of Janice Gatzuras     Sunshine Club – Periodontal Associates 
Ann Pikosky       Burton Slossberg & Ronald Milone of 
        Konowitz, Kahn & Company PC 
Jeanette Marshall       Friends at Wiggin & Dana 
Zoey        Larry & Joan Pronto 
Jeffrey Westin       Mark Robinson, Interface Devices 
Hank, Shep, Suzie, Sally, Jerdine & Katie – our beloved past pet dogs  Mr. & Mrs. Barney Miller 
Corky         Christina Lake 
Joan Betts        Karen & Michael Mucci 
Our family pets       The Ludicina Family 
Rose Blake – a true dog lover      Winifred Curry 
Gabby – much loved      Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Schultz  
Sherlock – beloved canine companion of the Wetteman Family  Pamela Dalton 
Lillian Dalton       Pamela Dalton 
Gwen – beloved cat of 12 years, an alumni of Animal Haven   Sara Normand 
Stormy – 21 years old      Adele Pagano 
Linda Gray – beloved wife & mother     George & Jason Gray 
Webster        Wilbur Moore 
Gail Pantalena       Marilyn Pellegrino 
Irene Loin        Joan & Tony Lupacchino 

Donations made in memory of Ann Bruce from Angela Chapnick, Alfred & Phyllis Morra, and Lynne Buehler 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Soééé hope you are all surviving this winter.  Iôm ready for Spring!  Most dogs love the snow 
(BJ does) but my cat Katie is happy, comfy & warm in the basement near the new wood pellet 
stove.  Stay warm!   Editor: Chris Gagne    chriskat32@aol.com   203-484-9648 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
The Animal Haven, Inc.                Nonprofit Org. 
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